IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel Claims ^13^and 20 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter. Please amend the remaining claims as follows: 



^ 1. (Currency Amended) A method of character- recognizing at least one 
character object in a digitized\epresentation of an image, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving the digitized representation of the image, the representation 
having a first resolution; 

creating a reduced-resolution version of the image r e sponsive to from the 
digitized representation of the image, me reduced-resolution version of the image having a 
second resolution lower than the first resolution; and 

identifying a valu e of e ach of at least one character- recognition parameter 
for character-recognition processing usira* the reduced resolution version of the image; and 



character-r ecognizing the 



digitized representation of the image havi ig the first resolution, based on responsive to the 



valu e of each of the at least one character 



t least one character object represented in the 



recognition parameter identified . 



2. (Currently Amended) "he method of claim 1 according to Claim L 
wherein the said identifying step compris ss the steps of : 

providing a plurality of sets of values of at least one parameter; 



for e ach of the sets of at least on e paramete r , identifying a confidence each 
confidence level of character\ ecognition by attempting to character- recognize from the 
reduced-resolution version of me image the at least one character object r e sp o nsive to 
based on each set of the at least qne parameter in the set ; and 

selecting the at leak one character-recognition parameter based on of the 
values of th e at least on e parameter!^ in the set r esponsive to the confidence levels 
identified. 



3. (Currently Amended)! The method of claim 2 according to Claim 2. 
wherein the said selecting step comprisesiselecting the at least one character-recognition 
parameter a value of e ach of at least one paramete r corresponding to a highest confidence 
level from a plurality of the confidence levels identified. 



4. (Currently Amended) Th^ method of claim 2 according to Claim 2. 
wherein the said selecting step comprises selecting the at least one character-recognition 
parameter a-valu e of each of at least one p ari meter corresponding to a confidence level 



exceeding a threshold. 



5. (Currently Amended) The 



method of claim 1 according to Claim 1. 



wherein the said creating step creates the recfticed-resolution version of the image by 
comp r is e s calculating an average of at least [one value of a plurality of pixels of the 
digitized representation of the image. 



6. (Cancelled) 



7. (Currently AmWed) The method of claim 1 additionally according to 
Claim L further comprising the step^pf : 

att e mpting to r ecogniz e at least one additional object repr e sented in the 
digitized repr e s e ntation of the imag e r espansivc to th e valu e of at least one r ecognition 
parameter identified, the attempting step comprising producing a confidenc e l e vel o f the 



att e mpt; and 



responsive to the confidence level of th e attempt below a thr e shold : 
rep e ating the identifying step; and 



r e cognizing the at least 



r e pr e sentati o n of th e imag e responsive to the value of each of the at least one 



r e cognition param e t e r identified durin ; the r ep e ating st e p 



judging whether a confidence 



: object repr e sented in the digitized 



evel of character recognition bv said 



character-recognizing step is acceptable: anl 

repeating said identifying sfep and said character-recognizing step if the 
confidence level is not acceptable . 



8. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a 
computer useable medium having computer readable program code embodied therein for 
recognizing at least one object in a digitized representation of an image, the computer 
program product comprising computer readable program code devices configured to : 



comput e r r eadable prog r am cod e devices configu r ed t o cause a comput e r to 
receive the digitized representation of^he image, the representation having a first 
resolution; 

computer readable prog r anicod e devices configured t o caus e a computer to 
create a reduced-resolution version of the image r e sponsive to from the digitized 
representation of the image, the reduced-resolution version of the image having a second 
resolution lower than the first resolution; and 

comput e r readable p ro g r am codd devic e s configur e d t o cause a computer to 



identify a valu e of each of at least one character 



recognition parameter for character- 



recognition processing using the reduced resolution version of the image; and 



comput er readable prog r am coda 



d e vices configured to cause a computer to 



r ecognize character-recognition process the at least one character object represented in the 
digitized representation of the image having the first resolution, based on r e sponsive to the 

/ 

valu e of each of the at least one character- recognition parameter id e ntified . 



9. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 8 

/ 

according to Claim 8. wherein the said computer readable program code devices 

/ 

configured to cause a computer to identify comp r ises is further configured to: 

I 

comput e r r eadabl e prog r am cod e d e vices configured to caus e a compute r to 



provide a plurality of sets of values of at least one parameter; 

jl 

compute r r eadable p r og r am code devices c o nfigu r ed t o cause a compute r to, 



for e ach of the sets of at l e ast one paramete r , identify a confidence each confidence level of 



character-r ecognition by attempmng to character-r ecognize from the reduced-resolution 
version of the image the at least one character object r e sponsive to based on each set of the 
at least one parameter in the set ; and 

select the at least one character recognition parameter based on of the values 
of the at l e ast one paramete r s in till s e t responsive to the confidence levels identified. 



10. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 9 
according to Claim 9, wherein fee said computer readable program code devices 



E 



configured to cause a computer to select is further configured to comp r ise compute r 
r e adable prog r am cod e devices configured to cause a compute r to select the at least one 
character-recognition a value of each of at least one parameter corresponding to a highest 
confidence level from a plurality of the confidence levels identified. 



11. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 9 
I 

according to Claim 9. wherein the said computer readable program code devices 
configured to cause a computer to select is further configured to comprise compute r 
r e adabl e program code devices lonfigu r ed to caus e a compute r to select the at least one 
character-recognition a value of each of at l e ast on e parameter corresponding to a 

i 

confidence level exceeding a threshold. 



12. (Currently ^mended) The computer program product of claim 8 
according to Claim 8, wherein fee said computer readable program code devices 



6- 



configured to cause a computer to create is further configured to create the reduced- 
resolution version of the image bv calculating cr e ating com pr ise com p uter readable 
program code devic e s configured to cause a computer to calculate an average of at least 
one value of a plurality of pixels of the digitized representation of the image. 



13. (Cancelled) 



^ 7 14 

additionally accon 



(Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 8 
additionally kecording to Claim 8. further comprising computer readable program code 
devices configured to : 

compute r r eadable p r og r aAi cod e devices configured to cause a compute r to 
attempt to recogniz e at least one additional o bject r e pr e sent e d in the digitiz e d 



repr e s e ntation of the image responsive to 1 



identified, the compute r r eadable program c 



att e mpt comprising computer r e adabl e ; 



valu e of at least one r e cognition pa r amete r 



od e devices configured to caus e a c o mpute r to 



■ am code devices configured to cause a 



computer to pr oduc e a c o nfidence level of the att e mpt; and 

computer readable program code devices configured to caus e a computer to, 

responsive to the confidence level of th e /attempt below a thresh o ld : 
rep e at the identifying step; and 

recognize the aJt least one object r e pr esented in the digitized 



r ep r esentation of the image r esponsive to the value of each of the at least one 



re cogniti o n p arame t er identified during ope r ation o f the compute r r eadable pro g r am 

cod e devices configured to caus e a computer to r epeat 

judge whether a confidence level of character recognition is acceptable; and 
repeat said identifying step^and said character recognition step if the 
confidence level is not acceptable . 



15. (Currently Amended) A system for recognizing objects, the system 
comprising: \ 

a downsampler having an input coupled to a system input operatively 
coupled for receiving a representation of an image having a first resolution, the 
downsampler for producing and providing at an 
image responsive to the representation of the ir 

reduced resolution version of the image having k second resolution lower than the first 
resolution; and 

a character-r eco gnition engine Having a first input coupled to the 
downsampler output for receiving the reduceq L resolution version of the image and a second 
input coupled to the system input for receiving the representation of the image, the 



output a reduced-resolution version of the 
,ge received at the downsampler input, the 



character- recognition engine for being constructed to: 

at least attempting attempt /o character-r ecognize at least one first object in 

II 
ii 

the reduced resolution version of the image received at the first input, at least one time; 
character-recognize re cognizing at least one second object in the 



representation of the image received at the second input; and 



provide p ro viding representation of the at least one object character- 
recognized at a first output coupled to a system output. 

16. (Currently Amended) ylie system according to Claim 15. further 
comprising of claim 15 whe r ein : 

th e syst e m additionally composes a parameter selector for selecting and 
providing at an output a plurality of sets of parameters, each set different from at last one 
of the other sets; and 

wherein the character- recognition engine additionally has a third input 
coupled to the parameter selector output for receiving the plurality of sets of parameters 

/ 

and the character- recognition engine performs the attempt on the at least one object at least 

/ .. . 

one time for each of the sets of parameters received at the third recognition input. 

/ 

1 7. (Currently Amended) ^The system according to Claim 16, of claim 16 : 
wherein the character-r ecognition crtgmer engine additionally has a fourth 



input for receiving an additional set of parameters; and performs character-recognition the 

/ 

recognizing responsive to the additional set of parameters; and 

wherein the characterTTecognition engine provides is additionally for 

/ 

providing a recognition confidence level at a second output responsive to said attempt, for 
each of the at least one times; and 

wherein the system* further comprises additionally comprising a parameter 
identifier having a first input coupled to the recognition second output for receiving the 



recognition confidence levelYor each of the at least one times, and a second input coupled 
to the parameter selector output for receiving each of the sets of parameters, the parameter 
identifier for selecting and providing at an output coupled to the fourth recognition engine 
input the additional set of parameters responsive to the sets of parameters received at the 
parameter identifier second inputland the recognition confidence level for each of the at 
least one times received at the parameter identifier first input. 

18. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 17. of claim 17 
wherein the parameter identifier selects the additional set of parameters additionally 



responsive to a threshold confidenc 



wherein: 



level. 



19. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 17, of claim 17 



the at least one time comprises a plurality of times; and 

the parameter identified selects the additional set of parameters responsive to 

a confidence level for at least one of the at least one times relative to at least one other 

confidence level for at least a different onthe at least one times. 



20. (Cancelled) 
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